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The policy was directed against Russia, but it did not carry
with it the desire or necessity to control Constantinople and
the Straits, and it certainly did not look further beyond to
the East. On the other hand, the German Drang naoh Qsten
was transformed into an affirmative, dynamic policy of ex-
pansion which conflicted not merely with Russian ambitions
in the Straits but also with French and British vested inter-
ests in Asiatic Turkey and French political interests in Syria,
and touched upon British interests in the Islamic world and
India.
To be sure, Germany sought to allay, especially as far as
Russia was concerned, any apprehension that her aspirations
were other than economic. However, German professions
of innocence did not change the increasing stronghold of
Germany in the Near East; nor was Germany inclined to
tie her hands. True, the German Emperor assured Czar
Nicholas II that Germany had no intention of interfering
with Russia in the Straits. But when, following the con-
cession granted to the German Anatolian Railways Com-
pany, Russia, fearful of German penetration, proposed in
March, 1899, an understanding concerning the Straits and
the Near East, Germany declined to enter into any formal
agreement. Chancellor Biilow told Count Osten-Sacken,
the Russian Ambassador at Berlin, that no such agreement
was necessary in view of the fact that Germany had no de-
sire either to intervene in Balkan affairs or to exercise an
"exclusive influence" in Constantinople, where Germany
had no future ambitions; particularly, she would never cross
Russia's path in the Straits.6
6 For diplomatic correspondence relating to the proposed Russo-
German understanding, see Die Grosse Politik der europaischen Kabi-
nette, 2871-1914 (hereafter cited: Die Grosse Politik), Vol. 14, Pt. II,
Chao. o<7, DP.